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WEMORIAL PLAQUE FOR RESISTANCE FIGHTERS 
UNVEILED IN AUSTRIA 
On the front of Vienna’s Auersperg Palace a memorial 


oe plaque was recently unveiled which recalls the days in which 


sé ce 
Haydn’ 








Austrian resistance fighters raised the red-white-red Austrian 
fag for the first time after years of bondage. In a memorial 


2); Bi speech, the Socialist deputy Mark said that it was symbolic 


that at the unveiling two speakers had been chosen: a repre- 
sentative of the conservative element and a representative 
of the socialist element. He recalled that during the First 
Republic, the adherents of the two parties had been hostile 
Howard each other. But, he added, within the resistance 
movement they had learned that only cooperation among all 
well-meaning people could guarantee the common weal of 
austria. 







The second speaker, Franz Sobek, fully agreed with 
what Mark said. He also insisted that a legal settlement 
be found to pay the restitution claims in connection with 
those who suffered in the fight for a free Austria. 











VIENNA CRIME RATE BELOW EUROPEAN AVERAGE 

Viennese police authorities reported recently that the 
time rate had not increased during 1958 as against 1957, 
that, on the contrary, 2.3% less crimes and about 1% less 
Violations were committed. A police spokesman pointed out 
hat while this decrease might look unimportant there is more 
tehind it than can be seen at first glance, because the 
sires include all violations directly and indirectly con- 
lected with the rapid development of motor vehicle traffic in 
Austria, 







(Continued on page 2) 





ALMOST 4,7 MILLION VOTERS IN AUSTRIA 

According to tentative figures, 4,676,236 Austrians 
will be entitled to vote in the parliamentary elections May 
10. This is about 61,000 persons more than at the last elec- 
tions in 1956. The figure also represents the highest number 
of eligible voters since 1919. The number of voters has risen 
in all Laender, including Vienna. The only exceptions are 
Lower Austria and Burgenland where it has declined. 


AUSTRIAN PEOPLE'S PARTY AND 
SOCIALISTS ADOPT ELECTION PLATFORMS 

In accordance with an agreement between the two major 
parties in the Austrian parliament — the Austrian People’s 
Party and the Socialist Party of Austria — the campaign for 
the general elections of May 10, started immediately after 
the Easter holidays. 

In its platform, the Austrian People’s Party said that 
it ‘‘intends to protect existing property from encroachments 
threatening it on the part of the Government and on the part 
of collectivist mammoth concerns; at the same time, it de- 
sires to promote the creation of new private property. There- 
fore, the Austrian People’s Party advocates increased con- 
struction of privately owned housing projects and privately 
owned family homes as well as continued issuance of people’s 
shares.’’ 

Another plank in the People’s Party platform reads: 
‘‘Large scale, job-creating investments are necessary to 
enable the Austrian economy to keep pace with develop- 
ments in Europe by means of adequate strengthening of its 
competitive power and by increasing its productive capacity. 
The burdens of providing the required capital investment can- 
not be borne exclusively by the Government, nor can the ne- 
cessary means be gathered within one single generation. Tax 
burdens should be further reduced wherever they hamstring 
productivity and production. Rising capital requirements 
should be met by promoting savings activities, especially in 
form of public loans and bonds as well as issuance of people’s 
shares to be offered the public at large. The creation of a 
larger economic area in Europe does not put an end to the 
operation of small and medium business enterprises but rather 
offers them new possibilities of development.’’ 

The platform of the Socialist Party of Austria, includes 
among others, the following planks: ‘‘The free development 
of the individual requires the establishment of a semi-public 
order of the national economy, (‘‘Gemeinwirtschaftliche Ord- 
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nung”), in which both private capitalistic power and Govern- 
ment capitalistic power are removed and replaced by a de- 
mocratic compromise between individual and public inter- 
ests. The Socialists intend to reach this objective by eco- 
nomic planning and democratic control of production es- 
sentials and of the distribution of the national income. They 
want to integrate key economic enterprises into a semi-pub- 
lic economic system and subordinate the influence of ma- 
nagement in the economic and administrative sectors to the 
forces of democracy. A wide range of freedom will provide 
the scope necessary for the initiative of private enterprise 
and for competition since the Socialists intend to protect 
private property earned by work in the agricultural and small 
business branches.’’ 


While the platforms of the two parties differ considerably 
on economic policy, both parties are in basic agreement 
with regard to continuing Austria’s foreign policy along 
present lines. 


The Austrian People’s party said in its platform: ‘‘In 
the domain of foreign policy, the party believes in the prin- 
ciple laid down in the words ‘right before might.’ The Aus- 
trian People’s Party renews its pledge od adherence to the 
country’s constitutionally proclaimed military neutrality 
and its protection by the Federal Army. Austria should coope- 
rate on this basis in the solution of the great problems con- 
nected with the preservation of international peace. It is 
the ethical obligation of Austria to see to it that the South 
Tyrolean ethnic group is no longer denied its chartered rights 
as embodied in the Austro-Italian Agreement of Paris.’’ 


The Socialist Party of Austria included in its platform 
the following foreign policy demands: ‘‘Independence and 
and neutrality vis-a-vis all alliances of a military character; 
active cooperation in the international organizations such as 
the United Nations and the Council of Europe, in particular 
with the view of creating a unified economic area in Europe; 
recognition of the contractual rights of the Austrian popula- 
tion in the South Tyrol, and the implementation of these rights 
in the spirit of true European understanding.’’ 

Both parties which for the past 14 years have jointly 
formed the Austrian government voiced the intention that 
they would continue the coalition in the period following 
the elections. 


AUSTRIA FACILITATES TRANSFER 
QF SECURITY SALES PROCEEDS 

According to a recent authorization by the Austrian 
National Bank, foreign shareholders in Austria may transfer 
abroad the full proceeds from sales of Austrian securities, 
either in schillings or in other convertible currencies. This 
authorization applies where the securities concerned were 
acquired in Austria on the basis of payment in convertible 
currencies or free schillings. Prior to the new authorization, 
only part of the proceeds was transferable, namely the 
equivalent of the purchase price, while profits beyond origi- 
nal value had to be deposited in frozen accounts. 





VIENNA CRIME RATE (Continued from page 1) 

The 1958 crime statistics tend to show, the spokesma, 
said, that the number of blood crimes has diminished whi}, 
the number of motor vehicle thefts has increased by leap; 
and bounds. 

In 1957, police blotters showed nine cases of map 
slaughter while in 1958, only three such cases were recorded 
Assault and battery cases dropped from 518 in 1957 to 4% 
in 1958. Murder cases dropped by one, from 14 to 13. However, 
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child killings rose from two to four. Burglaries were reduc} in 


by 3% and other thefts by 12%. ‘Fraud decreased by 4%, and 4 


such crimes as participation in thefts, embezzlement an 
robbery lessened by 17%. Arson went down 38%. Sex crime; 
remained about the same as the year before. 


The reduced number of juvenile crimes is due, at leag 
in part, to a reduction in the birth rate. Juvenile delinquency 
cases involving boys which amounted to 4,576 in 195 
dropped by 660 to 3,916 in 1958. Similar cases involving 
girls decreased from 396 to 347. 

The downward trend in crimes has continued in Vienm 
through the first months of 1959, the spokesman said. Com 
parative statistics show an overall crime reduction of 5% 
for this period. Tentative figures also show that this pep 
centage is due to a decline in brutal crimes. 

A comparison of Vienna’s crime rate with that of othe 
large European cities shows that Vienna’s ratio is consider 
ably below the European average. 


GENERAL BUSINESS SITUATION 

The Austrian Institute for Economic Research pointed 
out in a recent review that the spring business season hai 
started unusually early in Austria this year. Construction, 
agriculture and other weather-sensitive businesses had ad- 
ready begun outdoor operations, the review said. A contin 
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wing demand for consumer goods had aided business in  ‘¥ic 


reducing its inventories rapidly and thus is giving renewed 
impetus to industries manufacturing consumer goods. 


Unemployment in Austria reached its lowest level since 


the spring of 1958 in mid-March. However, ‘so far there has 
been no real break pointing to recovery in exports, the 
review states. Sales opportunities abroad for lumber and 
steel have improved somewhat, but exports of finished goods 
are meeting increasing international competition. 

The domestic demand for capital goods is supported ly 
substantial government orders, financed with the aid ofs 
number of loans, Industrial and agricultural investments ae 
proceeding cautiously. 


The pressure on raw materials markets and freight rates 
assures relatively cheap imports to Austrian industry, the 
Institute said. However, higher costs due to the shortened 
work week have already been translated into higher prices i! 
some industrial and business branches, it added. In othe 
sectors, the price situation is either under review or it 
creases are under negotiation. 
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RAILWAY ELECTRIFICATION 28% COMPLETE 

At the end of 1958, total electrified track mileage of 
the Austrian State Railway System amounted to just over 
1,000 miles or 28.3% of the entire railroad network. Ten 
years earlier, in 1948, electrification covered only about 
625 miles, or 16.5% of the system. Fuel economy due to 
electrification resulted in savings of about 1.9 million tons 
of coal in 1958 as against about 650,000 tons in 1948. ‘Last 
year, 341 electric engines were in operation as against 285 
in 1948. 


AUSTRIAN LOCOMOTIVES FOR EXPORT 

An Austrian engineering firm recently reported con- 
clusion of a long-term contract with the Polish State Rail way 
system on the delivery of a number of electric engines of 
3,200 horsepower capacity each. The electrical equipment 
for the engines will be supplied by Swiss firms. 

Another Austrian engineering firm received orders from 
the Italian State Railways for delivery of several diesel 
engines of 400 and 600 horsepower capacity. Austrian firms 
will also continue delivery of diesel locomotives to the 
Soviet Union. Another order, from Yugoslavia, is now being 
executed. 


 WUSTRIA'S DOMESTIC AIR TRAFFIC EXPANDS 
Negotiations are currently under way for the establish- 
» ment of a domestic airline network in Austria. Talks are 
being held between the Austrian Airlines and two domestic 
aviation companies — Aero Transport and Austrian Aviation 
Service. The latter two companies would provide domestic 
services in connection with the international services of the 
Austrian Airlines to and from the Vienna-Schwechat inter- 
national airport. 

Expansion work in Schwechat - estimated to cost 300 
million schillings (about 26 schillings equal one dollar. 
Ed.) — has as its goal the construction of an airport site of 
twice the dimensions of the Zurich-Kloten airport. Construc- 
tion of an airport in Vorarlberg and creation of an airport- 
erating corporation for Vorarlberg are included in the 
% current talks. 


RAIL EXPORTS TO FOUR CONTINENTS 
The Austrian Alpine-Montan Corporation, Austria’s only 
manufacturer of rails and railway switches, in cooperation 
vith Austrian State Railway System and foreign railroad 
tlnagements has developed and tested rail surfaces of a 
tw and improved type; this rew development will contri- 
bute to trafic safety and at the «~.me time increase the speed 
ftrains. Among the improvements is a rail made from electro 
4 unganese steel which has an especially high margin of firm- 
ss, Another patented development is a groove-free rail 
hich is now undergoing tests in Austria, Switzerland and 
West Germany. 

In cooperation with the Austrian railways, a new type 
{railway switch and rail crossing was also developed. 

A considerable part of the production of Austrian rails 
tm’ switches is exported. During the last six years almost 
} 20,000 tons went abroad while the Austrian railways were 











supplied at the same time. Last year alone, these exports 
amounted to 38,200 tons. Among the purchasers were rail- 
way systenis in Europe, Asia, Africa and America, including 
Switzerland, Spain, Turkey, South Africa, Chile, Egypt, Bul- 
garia, East Germany, Netherlands, Denmark, Norway and 
Sweden, Domestic users, above all the Austrian railways, 
purchased about 30,000 tons of rail, switches and similar 
materials last year. 


13% INCREASE IN FOREIGN TOURIST TRAFFIC 

The 1958 foreign tourist season resulted in foreign cur- 
rency receipts of nearly 4% billion schillings. (About 26 
schillings equal one dollar. Ed.) The exact figure was 
4,335,835 000 schillings, or 535 million schillings more than 
the previous year. It was more than twice as much as in 
1955, and almost 100 times as much as in 1949. 

That Austria still is among the favorite tourist havens 
in Europe is also shown by the increase in foreign overnight 
registrations. Last year, there were more than 19 million 
such registrations, a good two million more than in 1957. 
The increase amounted to 13%. But since during the same | 
time domestic tourist registrations increased by only 4%, 
the total increase stands at 9%, involving 32.6 million 
individual overnight bookings in hotels and inns. 

More than two thirds of all foreigners came to Austria 
from the Federal Republic of Germany. They booked 13 
million overnight accomodations, two million. more than in 
1957. Following at a great interval were Great Britain and 
the Netherlands with 7% and 5%, respectively. 

The number of foreign tourists arriving in Austria take 
ever more to car and bus. Those who crossed the border by 
road numbered 22 million in 1958 as against 16 million in 
1957. Only about 6 million came by rail, and roughly 100,000 
by plane (about 25,000 of them from the United States). 
Altogether nearly 30 million foreigners crossed Austria’s 
borders in 1958. 

Austrians Travel Less in Italy 

While in the summer of 1958, travel agencies booked 
between 60,000 and 70,000 Viennese vacationers for trips to 
Italy, current bookings reach no more than one sixth of these 
figures, a spokesman for the travel agencies told a recent 
press conference. Last year, twenty special trains traveled 
between Vienna and Italy to accommodate Austrian vaca- 
tioners. Many others went by car or bus. 


MORE CARS, FEWER MOTORCYLES AND SCOOTERS 

In 1958, 100,566 new motor vehicles were registered in 
Austria. Of this total 60,391 or 60% were passenger cars, 
16,478 or 16% motorcycles and motor scooters, 12,274 or 14% 
truck-tractors and tractors; and 6,884 or 7% were trucks and 
three-wheel commercial vehicles. Compared with 1957, new 
registrations were up 4%. Passenger car registrations with 
a 14% increase were ahead of other vehicle registrations, 
while motorcycle licenses fell off by 3,514 or 25%, and 
scooter registrations by 712 or 10%. 
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COAL COMSUMPTION TO REACH RECORD HIGH 

A recent study made by the Shell Austria Corporation 
contains details on the part to be played in future needs by 
the several fuels used in the manufacture of electric power. 
At an estimated annual increase of Austrian power needs 
of 3.2%, the year of 1965 will have total need for nearly 22 
million hard coal units. It is probable that coal will be able 
to increase its participation in the future by about 1.5%. This 
means that its absolute participation will continue to rise 
a little, but that the relative participation of coal in the 
coverage of Austria’s total power needs will decrease to 
about 40% by 1965. 

This result is but the continuance of a long-term trend 
observed in the Austrian power economy. The relative parti- 
cipation of coal in this connection has declined in favor a 
other fuels (from about 75% in 1937 to less than 47% in 1958). 
This fact is made even clearer by these figures: the power 
consur:ption increase between 1950 and 1958 was covered 
to only 15% by coal, while the rest of the additional energy 
needs was covered by water power (45%), petroleum products 
(30%), and natural gas (10%). 

This development, typical for Austria, is in part also 
characteristic for the world power economy. World power 
consumption has doubled between 1937 and 1959 and tripled 
in comparison to 1913. During the course of the past four 
of five decades such fuels aspetroleum, natural gas and water 
gained in importance in the manufacture of energy. While the 
participation of these fuels amounted to only 5% of the whole 
in 1913, it had grown to 31% in 1937 and by 1957 reached 
more than 50%. 


DOMESTIC COAL PRODUCTION DOWN 

The Department of Mines in the Austrian Ministry for 
Commerce announced recently that domestic coal production 
during the first three months of 1959 amounted to 1,608,650 
tons. During the first three months of 1958, it amounted to 
1,739 ,405 tons. 


RECORD EXPORTS TO THE UNITED STATES 

Austrian exports to the United States in 1958 have 
surpassed the previous record volume’ by 23.8 million schil- 
lings. (About 26 schillings equal one dollar. Ed.) In 1958, 
exports to the U.S. amounted to 1,177,300,000 schillings. 
Before the new record was set, the year 1956 had brought 
the greatest export volume. The U.S. was third as purchaser 
of Austrian goods behind the Federal Republic of Germany 
and Italy. The increase of exports to the U.S. involved al- 
most all types of goods except iron, steel and bicycles. 


EXPORTS OF REFINED STEEL DECLINE 

Exports of Austrian refined steel have decreased last 
year by 22.5% as compared with 1957. In 1958, total exports 
amounted to 107,300 tons. The decline is principally due to 
the fact that since the beginning of 1958, customs duties for 
steel have been abolished within the countries belonging to 
the European Steel and Coal Community. This discrimination 
has worked much to the disadvantage of Austrian exports. 


SHEET METAL EXPORTS SHOW CONSIDERABLE GAIN 

About 110,000 tons of sheet metal were exported | 
Austria during the first two months of 1959. This was 
more than during the same period of 1958. This extraor 
nary increase in sheet metal exports is responsible for ¢ 
fact that rolling mill production decreased only immaterig 
although domestic sales declined fairly heavily. The shee 
metal manufactured is by United Austrian Steel Con 
(VOeFST) in Linz. 


GIGANTIC STAMPING PRESS 
FOR STEYR WORKS FROM CHICAGO 

Early this month, one of the largest transpatation ja; 
ever to be handled between the United States and Europ 
got under way in Chicago. The object in transport is a gigu 











tic special press, manufactured by a large machine shop j 
Chicago and destined for the Steyr Works in Steyr. The speci 
press has a pressure capacity of about 2,500 tons. It wa 
built to turn metal plates into fornied body parts for trucks 
Upon arrival in Europe, the press will be transported by lan 
on three large flat cars; two will have ten axles and one sj 
axles. The shipment between Hamburg and Steyr will take 
place by way of special freight train. 


CREDITANSTALT-BANKVEREIN PAYS 7% 


At a recent press conference, a spokesman of the Credit 
anstalt-Bankverein discussed the annual report for 1958, 
which will be presented to the General Meeting on April 18, 
The report will propose, the spokesman said, that of the net 
profit (as of December 31, 1958) of about 37.6 million schil- 
lings, 35 million schillings be used to pay a 7% dividend o 
the basic capital of 500 million schillings. (About 26 schil- 
lings equal one dollar. Ed.) 


The annual report said that the balance volume of the 
credit institution rose to 10,037,200,000 schillings as 
against 8,224,000,000 schillings in 1957. The financial’ 
growth thus amounted to 22% in one year. The number of 
accounts and deposits increased by 11,300 to a total of 
218,900. The total amount of cash and promissory note 
credits amounted to 5,617,000,000 schiilings at the endo 
1958 as against 4,592,200,000 schillings at the end of 1957. 
Total credit financing arranged by the Creditanstalt at the 
end of 1958 reached the considerable amount of 9.5 billiot 
schillings. 


The institute’s liquidity was always kept above the 
levels arranged with the Austrian National Bank and amo 
to 24.9% of first grade liquidity and 33.9% of second grade 
liquidity. (Minimum liquidity under the National Bank agree 
ment amounted to 15 and 25%, respectively.) 

The Institute’s own financial means amount 0 
1,468,200,000 schillings, or roughly 294% of the basic 
capital of 500 million schillings and 18.4% of total obligt 
tions under Section 11 of the credit business law. ‘ 
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VOeEST CONTINUES UPSWING 

Recent reports show that in one very important branch 
of the Austrian econoniy the consequences of the interna- 
tional recession have been fully surmounted. VOeEST — 
United Austrian Steel Corp. — which a year and a half ago 
was forced to stop the hiring of new workers has now an- 
nounced that it will open up an additional 700 jobs. 

On the occasion of a press reception in the VOeEST 
pavilion of the Vienna spring fair, a spokesman recalled 
that recently the first VOeEST freighter left on its maiden 
yoyage across the ocean. If anyone should doubt that VOeEST 
should have committed itself to the construction of an ocean- 
going vessel, he should consider, the spokesman said, how 
large the quantities of coke and special coal are which the 
steel works has to import from so many different nations in 
the world. A large part of this supply must be transported 
across .the ocean, he said, and to accomplish that four 
freighters were really needed. VOeEST, he said, intended 
to have several more vessels built and thus hoped to lower 
the transportation cost. Moreover, he declared, these freight- 
ers show the world that Austrian special steel is eminently 
suited for the construction of ocean- going vessels. 

Today Austria is also exporting its know-how to all 
the world, the spokesman said; the LD (Linz-Donawitz) or 
oxygen blowing system which had been developed by VOeEST 
and the Alpine-Montan Corporation and which has found 
acceptance everywhere, is probably the most important 
of recent Austrian technical achievements. 

Austrian Chancellor Raab has told of the impression 
which this system has made in Japan; soon, the spokesman 
added, India will employ the LD-steel system in Rourkela. 
Negotiations are under way for the construction of a second 
LD plant in Brazil. Talks are also scheduled for LD con 
structions in England and Spain. 

It was then announced that the LD-system has been 
further developed to a point where steel can be made even 
from iron rich in phosphorus. A new LD plant will start 
production in Linz on July 1. This new addition will make 
it possible to raise LD steel production from 1.2 million 
tons to 1.7 million tons annually. VOeEST is also capable 
of manufacturing tins for aton:ic power plants and has already 
exported such products to Italy. 

The No. Four VOeEST blast furnace which had. been 
closed down because of the recession will be started up 
again within a few months. And in order to raise the produc- 
tion of cold rolled tins fron: 15,000 tons to 25,000 tons 
monthly, VOeEST will construct a new rolling mill. © 

The current upswing was a direct consequence of 
earlier investments which were made during the economic 
recession. That was the proper time to make investments, 
the spokesman said: if they are made when the boom is on, 
they usually come to late. 
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AUSTRIA’'S FIRST NATURAL 
GAS POWER STATION IN OPERATION 

A week ago, the first Austrian natural gas-driven power 
station became operative in Neusiedl-on-Zaya. It took one 
year to construct and it is equipped with modern machinery 
with a capacity of 54 million kilowatt hours per season. 
The latest type of gas turbines in use at Neusiedl makes it 
possible to reach full capacity within 20 minutes of starting 
the machines. 


INSURANCE COMPANIES REVIEW ACHIEVEMENTS 

Austrian insurance firms recently reviewed a number of 
current problems dealing particularly with motor vehicle 
liability insurance, life insurance and atomic insurance. 

A spokesman for the insurers said that during 1958, a 
large increase in the issuance of new policies has been 
noted. He added that this success probably was due to the 
fact that the Austrian population had more money to use for 
insurance purposes. Some Austrian insurance firms pointed 
out, however, that several West European countries granted 
larger tax reductions forlife insurance payments than Austria, 

The review also stated that Austria’s insurance con- 
panies administer considerable amounts of money. At the 
end of 1958, deposits of the insurance firms in credit banks 
amounted to roughly 634 million schillings. (About 26 schil- 
lings equal one dollar. Ed.) Stock and bond holdings in 
domestic emissions amounted to more than 803 million schil- 
lings. Insurance company investments amounted to about 
825 million schillings in house and other real properties; 
net profits from this type of investment played a relatively 
unimportant part in the whole financial picture because they 
were very low in comparison with foreign investments. 

In the opinion of the Association of Austrian Insurers, 
the importance of insurance firms in the capital market can 
be found in the fact that they can dispose of financial means 
for long-term inve stments, The new insurance law will make it 
possible, the Association said, to invest 10% of the legal 
premium reserves in stocks, 

In connection with the construction of the atomic reactor 
at Seibersdorf, the insurance business faces numerous 
problems, the Association said. 

When it comes to writing the necessary policies, a 
spokesman said, the risk of radioactivity will have to be 
taken into consideration even though all known security 
measures are taken. 

Atomic insurance, he said, will open the whole problem 
of total risk. The Austrian insurance companies, he added, 
intend to carry a large share of the risk itself — on patriotic 
grounds — but they believe that the government should 
handle a considerable part of the risk because the other 
branches of the industry could not be expected to join in the 
coverage of large damage claims. 


' INSURANCE PREMIUM RECEIPTS RISE 


During 1958, premium receipts of Austrian insurance 
companies rose 17% to a total of $108 million. In 1957, 
premium receipts reached only about $95 million. This 
figure represented a 25% gain over 1956. 
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JOINT IAEA-FAO TRAINING COURSE 
FOR AGRICUL TURISTS 

















The first internationally organized training course on 200,000 hectares in the past 25 years, the Austrian Institute vl 
radio isotope techniques designed specifically for the needs for Economic research reported recently. In inhabited and thi 
of research workers in agriculture, forestry, fisheries and industrial areas, forest land was reduced by 160,000 hectares the 
nutrition is being arranged jointly by the United Nations (one hectare equals 2% acres), but in mountain areas, ney dal 
Food & Agricultural Organization and the International Atom- farest growth amounted to 360,000 hectares. The largest 
ic Energy Agency, in cooperation with the United States increase took place in rural areas because many peasants ts 
government and Cornell University, Ithaca, New York. It were forced by the shortage of agricultural workers to let the 
will point the way for investigations in which radioactive large areas of land revert to a state of wilderness. Of the 
isotope techniques can be used most profitably and illu- total new growth in the various Austrian laender, the fol 
minate their relationship to other research techniques. The lowing percentages favor rural reforestration: Salzburg, 91%; dl 
8-week course — to be held at the Radiation Biology La- Styria, 93%; Kaernten, 100%. In the Tyrol, rural reforestrs ' 
boratory of Cornell University, beginning July 20 — wil] tion gained by 10% or 13,500 hectares while the total foreg + 
be open to nominees from the membership of both organiza- rea has decreased. » 
tions to be sponsored by member governments of FAO and | 
IAEA. They will be selected on the basis of qualifications As a whole, however, these newly opened forest areasp “* 
and geographic distribution. do not improve the forest balance as much as the figuras, ™ 

tend to indicate. In many areas, growth is haphazard. In areal ™! 

which once used to be meadows, new growth usually sickens 

after a few years because the soil is not proper for trees, 
IAEA SETS UP OWN LABORATORY IN VIENNA Moreover, up to 14% of the new forest lands show no growth - 

During its current session at Vienna Headquarters, the whatever. | 
Board of Governors of the International Atomic Energy On the other side, investigations in Styria have show 4 
Agency approved plans for erecting an IAEA functional that tree growth in rural forests is larger than the amout{ 4 
laboratory on a site adjoining the Austrian reactor and atomic oof timber which may be felled under the law, currently 23 ” 
laboratories at Seibersdorf, near the Austrian capital. The solid cubis meters per hectare. (One cubic meter equals} es 
governor for the United States announced the willingness of 35.31 cubic feet). The lumber inventory in live trees in smal] 
his government to donate $600,000 toward the cost ofcon- forests is quite low, on the average 134 solid cubic feet per fin 
structing and equipping the IAEA laboratory. The Nether hectare. Vorarlberg has an inventory of 220 cubic feet, Salz . 
lands representative said his government would contribute burg 190, Tyrol 171, Upper Austria 165, Kaernten 125, Styria has 
a gamma spectrome, worth about $2,500. 122, Lower Austria 119, and Burgenland 94 solid cubic me- f 

The laboratory is to serve for the standardization of ters per hectare. In Burgenland and Lower Austria, trees “ 
isotopes and the preparation of radioactive standards; cali- are mostly of the shade tree and coniferous variety with li ae 
bration and adaptation of measuring equipment; quality con- mited timber yield. The largest stands of old timber are ste 
trol of special materials in nuclear technology; measurements found in the rural forests of upper Austria, Salzburg, Vor- we 
and analysis of the agency’s health and safety programs; arjberg and the Tyrol, and the lowest are in Lower Austria cel 
and other services to member states. and Burgenland. ee 

New forestration is above the average in Burgenlani, Au 
Upper Austria and Lower Austria; average in Salzburg an ‘ 

AUSTRIAN INFORMATION a and below average in Kaernten, the Tyrol and Vor led 
may be quoted freely. ‘ bay 
Source need not be given. According to a survey by the Ministry of Agricultwe, . 

felling decreased in 1958 by one million solid cubic meters, 

or 9% as against 1957. However, 1,7 million cubic meters 
AUSTRIAN HEALTH SERVICES SUCCESSFUL more timber, or 20%, was actually produced than should have al 

The Austrian Ministry for Social Administration recently been permissible under existing law. This was considerably 
published a report on Austrian health services in cooperation less than could have been expected because a large percer | ™ 
with the Austrian Statistical Office. The review shows cer tage of exploited timber must be ascribed to the major weather ' an 
tain considerable success in the use of sanitary and health catastrophes of 1958 which resulted in large-sclae tree ur gre 
measures. For example, the mortality figures for tubercular rooting. abl 
patients showed a tremendous decline since 1922; from 266 Timber production decreased 18% in Upper Austria and be 
to 27 per 100,000. However, this decline was matched, un- 17% in Vorarlberg; it increased 1% in Burgenland. ; . 
fortunately by a great increase in traffic deaths. On the plus Rural forests produced 4,6 million solid cubic metefs; dir 
side of the ledger also is an important decline in infant private forests of over 50 hectares, 3,5 million; and federal “ 
mortality. Of 1,000 live-born babies only 44 died in 1957 as forests, 2,2 million. This corresponds to 3,7; 3,4; and 21 wit 
against 126 in 1922. solid cubic meters per hectare. 4 Pa 
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~ CULTURE AND SCIENCE 


VIENNA'S ST. STEPHAN CATHEDRAL 600 YEARS OLD 

St. Stephan’s Cathedral celebrates a double anniversary 
this year. Six hundred years have passed since the laying of 
the corner stone of the Cathedral’s nave and since the foun- 
dation of the Vienna Cathedral Chapter. 

The first spade was pushed into the ground where the 
Cathedral was to stand later, on March 11, 1359, by Rudolph 
the Founder. The Duke then presided at the cornerstone 
ceremonies there on April 7 of the same year. However, con- 
} struction proceeded slowly because the foundation rested on 
clay and had to be completely finished before the sidewalls 
could be erected. It took 80 years before the walls were 
finished. 

The year 1359 also saw the establishment of the Cathe- 
dral Chapter. Rudolph IV founded it July 9 of that year. It 
was the first step toward the creation of Vienna as an 
episcopal see. 





NEW CULTURAL STRUCTURES IN VIENNA AND GRAZ 

The Austrian Pavilion at the recent Brussels World’s 
Fair which is being moved to Vienna where it will serve 
} a8 a museum for modern art; it will be opened this fall. The 
construction work is in full swing. The building will serve 
not only as an exhibition hall but is intended to serve a 
) variety of artistic themes. 

The reconstruction of the Playhouse of Graz has been 
finally assured now that the Austrian government has pledg- 
ed 40% of the total cost. The Austrian Education Ministry 
has not, however, given the green light to the construction 
of the projected Festival Playhouse in Bregenz. Generally, 
the Ministry supports the idea because such a playhouse 
could be used when the weather makes performances on the 
stage on the lake impossible. Importune weather is often 
responsible for revenue losses when ticket orders are can- 
celled at the last moment. Thus, the festivals at Bregenz 
incur deficits which, in part at least, must be borne by the 
Austrian government. 

, Negotiations concerning the Theater an der Wien have 
led to little success to date. The owners of the property 
have asked for 18 million schillings. The government has 


offered three million schillings. (About 26 schillings equal 
one dollar Ed.) 


MTROPOULOS WILL COME TO SALZBURG 

In a letter to the chairman of the Salzburg Festivals, 
conductor Dimitri Mitropoulos has informed the Festival 
Management that the improvement of his health has pro- 
P sessed so far that he now is almost certain the he will be 
able to honor his contractual obligations. Mitropoulos has 
been engaged to conduct the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra 
a its Salzburg Festival concert next August 13 as well as 
} direct other musical events. The orchestra will perform Franz 
Schmidt’s ‘‘Das Buch mit den sieben Siegeln’”’ (The Book 
with the Seven Seals). The Choir of the Society of the 
; Friends of Music will participate. 








ERL BUILDS MODERN PLAYHOUSE 


The village of Erl, Tyrol, will open its new $250,000 
festival playhouse June 14, 1959, 


The farming community of El, with a population of 
945 persons, received financial aid from both federal and 
state govemments. Its own contribution of $40,000 was 
an amazing amount for a Tyrolean village, — 


Construction of the playhouse, which will be dedicated 
to religious plays, was begun in 1957 according to designs 
of architect Robert Schuler. A strangely shaped concrete 
structure, similar to a ship with the bow rising 125 feet, it 
can be glimpsed by tourists traveling on the nearby parkway 
or passing by on the Munich - Rome Express. 

Most of Erl’s residents will take active parts in the 
performances, and young and old men can be seen with long 
hair and beards in preparation for the Passion plays. The 
only exception is a beardless young man by the name of 
Kaspar Pfisterer who will portray Christ, just as his grand 
father has done in the last Passion plays presented in Erl. 
The players get together at the inn every evening for re- 
hearsal under the guidance of Ernst Auer. 

A new road from Erl to Niederndorf near Kufstein is also 
under construction and scheduled for completion this summer. 
Visitors to the Passion plays will drive to Erl on the new 
‘‘Festival Road,’’ running along the Inn River. More visitors 
will come via the highway from Bavaria. 


AUSTRIAN ARTISTS AT MOZART FESTIVALS IN JAPAN 

Members of the Vienna State Opera have been retained 
for prominent parts in the Tokyo and Osaka Mozart Festi- 
vals which are to be held this summer. The touring Austrian 
artists will perform Mozart’s ‘‘Don Giovanni’? and ‘‘The 
Marriage of Figaro’’ twice in Osaka and three times in the 
Japanese capital. 

Heinrich Hollreiser, the noted conductor of the Vienna 
State Opera, will have the musical direction. Josef Witt will 
be the producer. The Austrian ensemble includes Emmy Loose, 
Therese Stich-Randall, Erich Kunz, Waldemar Kmentt, Alois 
Pernerstorfer and Ljubo Pantscheff. The scenery, to be pro- 


duced in Japanese workshops, has been designed by Gott- 
fried Neumann-Spallart. 


REOPENING OF CONSULAR ACADEMY 
UNDER CONSIDERATION 

In response to questions about the reported reopening 
of the former Consular Academy, Austrian Education Minister 
Drimmel told a recent press conference that his department 
had two related projects under consideration: one would be 
the reopening of the Academy in close connection with the 
Theresianum (an outstanding preparatory school) which in 
prewar days had already sent a number of its students to the 
Consular Academy and which was particularly well equipped 
for the purpose. 

The second project concerns the college reform which 
has been under consideration for some years. College curri- 
cula — especially in the law departments — would include 
special courses for the education of would-be diplomats 
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OPEN AIR STUDIO IN THE QUARRY OF ST. MARGARE THEN 

Most of the workers in the quarry of St. Margarethen in 
the Burgenland are likely to be on leave during the hot sum- 
mer months of July and August. Their place will be taken 
by young sculptors from various European countries. The 
idea of an ‘‘open air studio” is very new, indeed, but in- 
quiries regarding a ‘‘symposium of European sculptors’’ are 
already pouring in. The possibility of working the stone at 
its source to be quite an attraction. At least the cost of 
transportation can be saved. 

Not long ago, three young Viennese sculptors — Fried- 
rich Czagam, Heinrich Deutsch and Karl Prantl — contacted 
the diplomatic representatives of a number of countries in 
Vienna to ask their support for an idea which certainly seemed 
to merit consideration. The committee of three had a strong 
inducement to offer: the owner of the quarry of St. Marga- 
rethen had put it at the disposal of the symposium of Eu- 
ropean sculptors for eight weeks. In addition, the young ar- 
tists may use stones of any size without payment. 

This generosity will aid many sculptors who have not 
yet achieved success and relieve their financial strain, 
because the working material is expensive and often beyond 
reach, 

Thus, the quarry d St. Margarethen offers an ideal so 
lution: the open air studio can be reached from Vienna with 
ease. In St. Margarethen, stone has been worked since Ro- 
mar ‘ays; the stone is weatherproof and easy to work. 


So far, about 2) young artists have registered for parti. 
cipation, but enough stone is available for many more, The 
symposium would like to interest as great as variety g 
international participants as possible and form a bridg 
between the various art centers of Europe. 


For this reason, it is planned to arrange at St. Ma. 
garethen a showing of the works done there. The exhibit 
will also be under open skies. Should one or the other of 
the works find a purchaser, the owner of the quarry woul 
also benefit. In that case, the sculptor would have to pay 
for the material used. 


NEW COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS 


The Austrian Postal Administration will issue a special 
stamp May 4, to commemorate the 175th anniversary of the 
creation of the Austrian Tobacco Monopoly. The issue wil] 
be a 2.40 schilling stamp in tobacco-brown. The emission 
will be three million. The design, by Professor Ernst Schrom, 
will be engraved, It shows a cigarette wrapping machine. 


Another issue — face value: 1.50 schillings; color: deep 
green; first day of issue: May 6 — will commemorate the 
100th anniversary of the death of Archduke Johann. The 
emission is also three million copies. The design is by 
Professor Robert Fuchs, the engraving by Georg Wimmer, ft 
pictures a portrait of the archduke in Styrian costume. 
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